
TH O M AS PHILIP HINMAN, D. D. S.,
President of the National Dental Association.

By Burton Lee Thorpe, M. D., D. D. S., St. Louis, Mo.

Th o m a s  p h il ip  h in m a n  was born
March 4th, 1870, at Stratford, On
tario. He is the seventh child of 

George and Susanna Birch Hinman, who 
moved to Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1871, 
where they resided until 1879, when they 
removed to Atlanta, Georgia, where young 
Hinman attended school until his six
teenth year; he there learned the cabi
net makers’ trade, at which he worked 
and earned enough to take him thru den
tal school.

He attended the Dental Department of 
the Southern Medical College, at Atlan
ta, from which he graduated, receiving 
the degree of D. D. S. February 28th, 
1891, and began teaching as demonstra
tor in the same institution the following 
fall and has been teaching constantly 
ever since.

At the present time he is Professor of 
Operative Dentistry and Oral Surgery in 
the Atlanta Dental College.

Dr. Hinman has received many honors 
from the profession.

He was elected President of the South
ern Branch of the National Dental Asso
ciation at New Orleans, February 12, 
1899, and presided at the fourth annual 
session of the Southern Branch at Nash
ville, Tennessee, July 29th, 1901.

He is ex-President of the Atlanta So
ciety of Dental Surgery, present Vice 
President and Chairman of the Clinic 
Committee of the Georgia State Dental 
Society.

Honorary member of the Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, North

Carolina, Texas, Florida, Oklahoma, Kan
sas, Kentucky, Virginia, Ohio, Pennsyl
vania, and Southern California State 
Dental Societies, and the New York 
Odontological, Susquehanna Valley, Cin
cinnati, Macon, Ga., and Birmingham 
City Dental Societies, all of which he 
has appeared before, lecturing on the 
subjects of Operative Dentistry or Crown 
and Bridge Work.

Dr. Hinman has been a member and 
Vice President of the Research Commis
sion of the National Dental Association, 
since its organization and is Vice Chair
man and one of the Trustees of the re
cently organized Research Institute of 
the National Dental Association. He is 
also a member of the Committee on Or
ganization of the Jamestown Dental Con
gress, Norfolk, Virginia, 1907, and a 
member of the Supreme Chapter of the 
Delta Sigma Delta Fraternity.

He was United States delegate and 
Honorary Chairman of Section VIII of 
the 6th International Dental Congress, 
London, 1914.

Outside of the dental profession Dr. 
Hinman has many interests. He is Vice- 
President of the Flint River and North
eastern railroad, Director Hand Trading 
Co., Pelham, Ga., Director Provident 
Realty and Trust Co. of Atlanta, Director 
of Silver Lake Park Co., Atlanta, and 
Life Director Druid Hills Golf Club, and 
Chairman Board of Deacons North Ave
nue Presbyterian Church, Atlanta.

Dr. Hinman was married June 7th, 
1899, to Miss Florence Alice Hand, of

308



THOMAS PHILIP HINMAN, D. D. S. 309

Pelham, Ga.,and they have a twelve year 
old son, Thomas P., Jr.

In 1906 Dr. Hinman began a book on 
inlay work, thirteen chapters of which 
were published in the “ Items of Inter

est.” At this period the Taggart method 
of casting came to the profession’s notice 
and this newer and simpler method 
came into vogue and the balance of the 
book was not finished.

Dr. Hinman’s chief recreation is golf, 
at which he is an enthusiast. Like all 
golf players, the better game they play,

the worse they underestimate them
selves. Dr. Hinman says he “ is only a 
rotten dub,” yet he is in the “ bogie” class 
and won three cups in 1914.

One of Dr. Hinman’s greatest attain
ments is his ability as a story teller. He 
has few equals in depicting the old 
Southern darkey of “befo’ de wah,” and 
of the present time. Whenever “Tom” 
Hinman’s name appears on a dental so
ciety program one may be sure something 
instructive and entertaining is in store 
for the hearers.

From the Billet Door.

J
O H N  PRIN GLB, Chaplain of No. 3 Canadian 
Field Ambulance, has zvritten a masterly ar
ticle, entitled “From the Door of M y Billet.”  

The following are extracts: " This war has made 
us alive. The only thing worth while in the world’s 
life grows in the soil of sacrifice. W e have been 
aroused from our lethargy, and shaken out of our 
easy-going, luxurious, and pleasure-loving ways, 
begotten by accumulated wealth and almost un
broken prosperity. It has organised our people, 
speeded up their industries, exalted their virtues, 
shown up their vices as national weaknesses, taught 
us anezv the old lessons that man does not live by 
bread alone, that right is our vital breath. And 
what a ‘mixer’ this war has been! Here zve are all 
living— officers and men— practically on the same 
level, in billets, dugouts, huts, and vertiable shacks. 
Here manhood counts. Human brotherhood is a 
real thing here. The effort and the sacrifice will 
school our people out of their easy-going, indolent 
habits, give a new value to democratic government, 
a new vision of the purity zmthout which true 
democracy is impossible.”




